FROM VALMY TO THE DANUBE
sprinkling of fires, glowing above the whitened ridges
of woodland, ruddily proclaimed the presence of the
enemy opposite the main road that was the frontage of
Ney's position. Shortly before dawn a survey from the
outposts showed that the fires -were flickering to a finish,
"which meant that the Austrians were on the move.
Ney's division, springing to arms on the icy ground,
was first assailed by cavalry, followed by a vast impact
of foot. It was soon clear that the column for "which
the French had waited was part of the main body and
not a single detachment, and with his outposts driven in
Ney was glad to regain the original shelter west of
Hohenlinden. But his retirement was in good order,
"with the men confident that a few short hours -would
find them again in the frozen woodland, but this time
face forward.
Now it -was that Moreau showed what an eye he
possessed for the ordering of a battle. The Archduke's
army was moving in three columns, which pointed to
as many directions of attack. But Moreau looked to the
state of the ground, and finding that the best-conditioned
road ran on the left of his standing he promptly marked
it as the earliest and principal scene of engagement, as
offering least resistance to the enemy's march. His fore-
cast, "which proved a correct one, led to Ney being
stationed in readiness to fall on this first attacking column
as it debouched from the highway.
The night of December and again carried the reflection
of bivouac fires to Ney's sentries, while for several hours
shots were exchanged from the clumps of pine-wood.
Midnight brought a lull, and the occasional fall of snow
from loaded branches could be heard until five o'clock
of the following morning (December 3rd), when 50,000
Austrians rattled forward. The total number of French
to go into action was somewhat less, and of these, in
keeping with Moreau* s reckoning, Ney's force was the
first to gain contact "within an hour of the Archduke's
disposition.
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